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perverse. The impostures, then, of various kinds which
from the first hour abounded in the Church i prove as
little against the truth of her miracles as against the
canonicity of her Scriptures. Yet here too pretensions
on the part of worthless -men will be sure to scandalize
inquirers, and the more so if, as is not unlikely, such
pretenders manage to ally themselves with the Saints,
and have an historical position in the fight which is
made for the integrity or purity of the faith ; yet, St.
Paul was not less an Apostle, nor have Confessors
and Doctors been less his successors, because " as they
have gone to prayer " a spirit of Python has borne
witness to them as "the servants of the most high
God," and the teachers of "the way of salvation." ,

66. Nor is it any fair argument against Ecclesiastical
miracles, that for the most part they have a legendary
air, while the miracles contained in Scripture are on
the contrary so soberly, so gravely, so exactly stated;
unless indeed it is an absurdity to contemplate a
gift of miracles without an attendant gift of inspiration
to record them. Were it not that the Evangelists
were divinely guided, doubtless we should have in
Scripture that confused mass of truth and fiction to-
gether, which the Apocryphal Gospels exhibit, and to
which St. Luke seenis to allude. I repeat, the cha-
racter of facts is not changed because they are incor-

* Vid. Acts viii. 9; xvi. 17; xix. 13.   Vid. Lucian, Peregr.
etc. ap, Middlet. Inqu. p. 23.